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OF CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19):
MASK AND DISTANCING POLICY, PUBLIC ENTRY
NOTICES, AND JUROR QUESTIONNAIRE

General Order No. 2021-06

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Virginia has continued to closely monitor the outbreak of
Corconavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), as well as the developing
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
and state and local health authorities. As a result of ongoing
COVID-19 vaccination efforts, as well as a clear downward trend in
COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, deaths, and percent positivity
across the United States, Virginia, and this District, current
conditions support modifications to the Court’s mask and
distancing policy, Courthouse entry requirements, and Juror
Questionnaire.

A. Mask and Distancing Policy

In May of 2020, the Court adopted a mask/face covering and
social distancing policy for all individuals entering our
Courthouses and Court facilities, see Gen. Order No. 2020-14, and
such policy has remained in place throughout the pandemic. In

light of the gains our nation has achieved through widespread



COVID-19 vaccinations, the CDC recently issued updated guidance
relaxing the mask-wearing requirement for those individuals that

are fully vaccinated, which is defined by the CDC as “2 weeks after

[receiving] the[] second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or 2 weeks after |[receiving] a
single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen
vaccine.” https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/
fully-vaccinated.html (last visited June 4, 2021). Such updated
CDC guidance, in relevant part, now provides that if you have been

fully vaccinated:

e You can resume activities without wearing a mask or
staying 6 feet apart, except where required by federal,
state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and
regulations, including local business and workplace
guidance.

e If you travel in the United States, you do not need to
get tested before or after travel or self-quarantine
after travel.

e You need to pay close attention to the situation at
your international destination before traveling
outside the United States.

o You should still get tested 3-5 days after
[returning from] international travel.

o You do NOT need to self-quarantine after arriving
in the United States [unless you develop symptoms
or test positive].

Id. (first two emphases added). The CDC guidance indicating that

fully vaccinated individuals do not need to wear a mask in public



is not applicable in public transportation, healthcare settings,
or correctional/detention facilities. Id. The CDC recognizes
that, in addition to masking, more robust precautions, such as
additional testing, are applicable to correctional or detention
facilities. Id.

As to individuals that are not yet fully vaccinated, CDC

guidance continues to provide that such individuals should:
(1) wear a mask “in public settings, at events and gatherings, and
anywhere they will be around other people”; and (2) practice social
distancing, indoors and out, by staying “at least 6 feet
from other people who are not from your household in both indoor
and outdoor spaces.” https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html (last visited
June 4, 2021); https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/social-distancing.html (last visited June 4, 2021).!
Consistent with the CDC’s updated guidance, on May 28, 2021,
the Governor of Virginia ended the statewide mask mandate for fully
vaccinated individuals and lifted capacity restrictions for all

Virginia businesses and venues. Similarly, the Administrative

! According to CDC guidance, individuals that are not fully vaccinated
should avoid international travel, but if they do travel internationally,
they should either quarantine for a full ten days after they return, or
“get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after travel AND stay home and
self-quarantine for a full 7 days after travel.” https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-
covidl9.html (last visited June 4, 2021).



Office of the United States Courts recently issued guidance to the
federal judiciary explaining that, as a result of the CDC’s updated
guidance, revised Courthouse entry protocols may be appropriate.
In light of such emerging guidance, the undersigned judge
consulted with local public health officials in all three regions
of this District where our Courthouses are located. Such
consultations revealed that local pandemic conditions in
Virginia’s Northern, Central, and Eastern regions support adopting

the CDC’s updated mask guidance for fully vaccinated individuals.

That said, the same public health officials that believed it was
sufficiently safe to ease masking requirements for vaccinated
individuals indicated that, at least in the short term, the Court

should strongly consider continuing six feet of social distancing

regardless of vaccination status because, with the exception of

vaccination, distancing is the most effective COVID-19 prevention
strategy. Such health officials also stated that if masking rules
were relaxed for fully vaccinated individuals, the Court should
maintain all of its other mitigation strategies, including:
(1) daily employee health self-monitoring and temperature checks;
(2) screening requirements posted at public entrances; (3) self-
service temperature and handwashing stations; (4) increased HVAC
run times; (5) increased cleaning of high-touch areas; and
(6) quarantining after COVID-19 exposures (unless fully

vaccinated). Consistent with this local public health guidance,



the Court concludes that limiting foot traffic in our Courthouses
where practicable and maintaining distancing of six feet whenever
possible remain appropriate, at least in the short term while
vaccination efforts continue, based on the fact that: (1) jurors
and defendants are compelled to appear in our Courthouses;? (2)
individuals of unknown vaccination status that have recently been
detained at one or more local jails/detention facilities move in
and out of our Courthouses on a daily basis; and (3) at least some
unvaccinated individuals that enter our Courthouses may disregard
the masking requirement. A staged approach that continues
distancing is also appropriate due to the emergence of new variants
in the United States, most notably the ™“Delta” variant as some
preliminary studies suggest that such variant spreads more rapidly

among unvaccinated and partially vaccinated individuals.

Accordingly, largely consistent with the CDC guidance set forth on
page two of this Order, this Court hereby ADOPTS the following
policies applicable to employees, vendors, contractors, litigants,
attorneys, stakeholders from other agencies, and members of the

public:

2 Similar to the reality that public transportation is the only available
method for a segment of the public to travel to work and conduct their
daily lives (that is, such mode of transportation must be used regardless
of the risks it may pose), compelled appearance at our Courthouses is
an important consideration. This 1is particularly true because our
facilities will consist of a mixed environment of vaccinated and
unvaccinated people, and those not yet fully vaccinated will likely have
varying degrees of adherence to the updated masking requirements.




e Unvaccinated individuals must continue to wear a mask
and maintain six feet of distancing in our Courthouses/
facilities.

e Fully vaccinated individuals, as defined by the CDC,
are not required to wear a mask in our
Courthouses/facilities, unless instructed otherwise by
a presiding judge, but six feet of distancing must
continue to be maintained in all areas of our
Courthouses/facilities (including courtrooms) to the
greatest extent possible, and the requirement of six
feet of distancing shall not be relaxed for jurors.
Vaccinated individuals may, of course, choose to wear a
mask while in our Courthouses/facilities.

e Judges may continue to make situational determinations
as to whether to permit those speaking in the courtroom
(attorneys, Jjurors during voir dire, witnesses,
litigants, etc.) that are not vaccinated, or whose
vaccination status is unknown, to remove their masks
while speaking as long as six feet of distancing is

generally maintained. Presiding Jjudges may elect to
require mask wearing of any individual, including
vaccinated individuals, in their courtrooms. Judges

may likewise take additional precautionary actions that
are more restrictive than the general requirements
addressed herein, to include actions designed to ensure
that jurors and/or litigants feel sufficiently safe
during in-court proceedings.
B. Updated Courthouse Public Entry Notices
To reflect updated CDC guidance on mask wearing and
international travel quarantine requirements, as well as local
public health guidance, and to inform those entering our
Courthouses of the findings above, the Court hereby ADOPTS the
attached updated public notices and ORDERS that they be posted at

the public entrance of each respective Courthouse and Court

facility in our District. Such notices reflect the fact that all



individuals entering our Courthouses/facilities that are not yet

fully vaccinated, including employees and stakeholders, must
continue to wear a mask in all public areas. Moreover, all
individuals, vaccinated and unvaccinated, must maintain six feet
of distance to the greatest extent possible and stay home if they
are sick. As indicated on the updated notices, Courthouse entry
requirements are subject to appropriate exceptions made on a case-
by-case basis by the Senior Active Judge for the Alexandria and
Richmond Divisions, and the Chief Judge for the Norfolk and Newport
News Divisions.

The Court separately ORDERS that the updated notices be posted
on the Court’s public website and that the “Face Covering and
Social Distancing Policy for all Courthouses” that is available on
the Court’s public website be updated to reflect the provisions of
this Order. A copy of such updated policy is attached hereto.

C. Updated Juror Questionnaire

As reflected in General Order 2020-20, on July 7, 2020, this
Court adopted a modified jury summons packet to be provided to all
prospective jurors within the District. Such modified packet was
designed to address various matters associated with the COVID-19
pandemic, and it was made available on the Court’s public website.
The modified jury summons packet includes a sample juror letter,
a COVID-19 “Screening Questionnaire,” and a sample summons. In

light of the updated CDC guidance on mask wearing and quarantine



requirements, which are dictated in part by a person’s vaccination
status, the Court hereby ADOPTS the attached amended modified jury
summons packet. Such amended packet will be posted as an
attachment to this Order on the Court’s public website.

Careful evaluation of 1local conditions in our District,
including the wvaccination status of the general public, will
continue after the issuance of this General Order. Additionally,
advice from public health authorities—which will itself be
predicated on vaccination rates and any continued reduction, or
resurgence, of COVID-19 <cases—will 1likely determine when
additicnal restrictions, to include six feet of distancing, may be
safely relaxed.

It is so ORDERED.

/;]m\}&}y_

Mark S. Davis
CHIEF UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

Norfolk, Virginia

June ” , 2021



PUBLIC NOTICES

Attached Notices:
¢ Alexandria Courthouse
e Newport News Courthouse
e Norfolk Courthouse
e Richmond Courthouse



UNITED STATES COURTS

Courthouse Entry Requirements

Whether fully vaccinated or not, NO ONE shall
enter the Courthouse 1f they are experiencing, or
have recently experienced:

a fever (100.4 degrees or greater) or chills;
e persistent cough;

e shortness of breath or difficulty breathing;
e new loss of taste or smell; or

e other flu-like symptoms.

Entrance is permitted if: (1) at least 10 days have passed
since such symptoms first appeared; and (2) there has been
no fever (without using fever reducing medicine) for at
least 24 hours; and (3) symptoms (other than loss of

taste/smell) have improved.

FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS (those having received
the 27¢ dose of Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, or
single dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at least two
weeks ago) shall not enter the Courthouse if they have:

e Been diagnosed with COVID-19 or been directed to
quarantine or isolate by a health professional
within the last fourteen (14) days.




NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS shall not

enter the Courthouse if they have:

e Been diagnosed with COVID-19, had close contact
with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19,
or been directed to quarantine or isolate by a
health professional within the last fourteen (14)
days.

e Traveled internationally in the last ten (10)
days, unless: (1) they have quarantined for seven
(f): days afteritravel;" and (2) they were tested
wilthasa: WGOVID=19 vaxal  ‘test 3=5 idays ‘after
returning and received a negative result.

Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols
may be denied entry unless a case-specific exception is
granted by the Senior Active Judge. If you are unable to
appear for a Court proceeding, or any other matter,
because of the restrictions in this Notice, you should
contackt::

e The Judge’s Chambers scheduled to handle the relevant
proceeding;

o The Pregrial Servieces Office &t (703). 29922503

s The sEBrobatrion Offihceear (103) 299-2300;

e The Jury Department at (703) 299-2104;

st The Bisteiect Court Elarkis @ffice at (703) 299=21.00k

s  The Bankruptcy Court ClerkK’'s Office at (703) 258-=1200: or

as o R el oS Conrt of Appeailisimatters, Batricia S.8 Connor,
Clerk ©of Conrt at (804) 916-2700.




UNITED STATES COURTS

Mask and Distancing Policy

FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS: (tnose

having received the 2" dose of Pfizer/Moderna COVID-19
vaccine, or the single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at
least two weeks ago):

e Are not required to wear a mask, consistent with
CDC guidance, unless instructed to do so by a
presiding judge. Vaccinated individuals may, of
course, choose to wear a mask.

e Arerequired to maintain six feet of distance from all
individuals outside their household.

NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS:

e Are required to wear a mask unless it is medically
unsafe for them to do so and they obtain permission
from the Senior Active Judge.

e Arerequired to maintain six feet of distance from all
individuals outside their household.

Any person who does not comply with these requirements
may be denied entry or be subject to removal.
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UNITED STATES COURTS

Courthouse Entry Requirements

Whether «fully vacecinated  or. not, NO ONE shall
enter the Courthouse if they are experiencing, or
have recently experienced:

e a fever (100.4 degrees or greater) or chills;
e persistent cough;

e shortness of breath or difficulty breathing;
® new loss of taste or smell; or

e other flu-like symptoms.

Entrance is permitted if: (1) at least 10 days have passed
since such symptoms first appeared; and (2) there has been
no fever (without using fever reducing medicine) for at
least " 24 “heiirs:. and (3} symptens “{other  thamw ! ltass, of

taste/smell) have improved.

FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS (those having received
the 2" dose of Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, or
single dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at least two
weeks ago) shall not enter the Courthouse if they have:

e Been diagnosed with COVID-19 or been directed to
quarantine or isolate by a health professional
within the last fourteen (14) days.




NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS shall not

enter the Courthouse if they have:

Been diagnosed with COVID-19, had close contact
with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19,
or been directed to gquarantine or isolate by a
health professional within the last fourteen (14)
days.

Traveled internationally in the last ten (10)
days, unless: (1) they have quarantined for seven
() daysitaftendsravel s vand (275 theylSwere "testea
WLEh g ICONED~19:" yixal " “test = 3-5 L ddvs dfler
returning and received a negative result.

Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols

may be denied entry unless a case-specific exception is

granted by the Chief Judge. If you are unable to appear

1)
the

a Court proceeding, or any other matter, because of
restrictions in this Notice, you should contact:

The Judge’s Chambers scheduled to handle the relevant
proceeding;

The Pretrial Services Office at (757) 223-4640;

The Probatieon Offsece at (757) 223-4640;

The Jury Department at (757) 222-7200;

The District Court Clerk’s Office at (757) 247-0784;
The Bankruptey  Ceurt Clerkis Office at (757) 244-3678;

Hor U.S. Court of Appealsinaeters,; EBatricia 8. Ceonnor,
Eleniciol Court gt (804). 916-2700"

or




UNITED STATES COURTS

Mask and Distancing Policy

FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS: (tnose

having received the 2" dose of Pfizer/Moderna COVID-19
vacecine, or the single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at
least two weeks ago) :

e Are not required to wear a mask, consistent with
CDC guidance, unless instructed to do so by a
presiding judge. Vaccinated individuals may, of
course, choose to wear a mask.

e Arerequired to maintain six feet of distance from all
individuals outside their household.

NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS:

e Are required to wear a mask unless it is medically
unsafe for them to do so and they obtain permission
from the Chief Judge.

© Are required to maintain six feet of distance from all
individuals outside their household.

Any person who does not comply with these requirements
may be denied entry or be subject to removal.
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UNITED STATES COURTS

Courthouse Entry Requirements

Whether fully wvaccinated or not, NO ONE shall
enter the Courthouse i1if they are experiencing, or
have recently experienced:

a fever (100.4 degrees or greater) or chills;
e persistent cough;

e shortness of breath or difficulty breathing;
e new loss of taste or smell; or

e other flu-like symptoms.

Entrance is permitted if: (1) at least 10 days have passed
since such symptoms first appeared; and (2) there has been
no fever (without using fever reducing medicine) for at
least 24 hours; and (3) symptoms (other than Iloss of

taste/smell) have improved.

FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS (those having received
the 27 dose of Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, or
single dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at least two
weeks ago) shall not enter the Courthouse if they have:

e Been diagnosed with COVID-192 or been directed to
quarantine or isolate by a health professional
within the last fourteen (14) days.




NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS shall not

enter the Courthouse if they have:

Been diagnosed with COVID-19, had close contact
with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19,
or been directed to quarantine or isolate by a
health professional within the last fourteen (14)
days.

Traveled internationally in the last ten (10)
days, unless: (1) they have quarantined for seven
(#) Sdays atter Strayve i and . (2 they 'were " tested
NSRS COVED =y padl satest . 3-5 days. Liafter
returning and received a negative result.

Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols

may be denied entry unless a case-specific exception is
granted by the Chief Judge. If you are unable to appear

for
the

a Court proceeding, or any other matter, because of
resfErictionsian this Nokice, yeu .shouldiceontact:

The Judge’s Chambers scheduled to handle the relevant
proceeding;

The Pretrial Services Office at (757) 222-7400;
The! Probatien Office at (7157), 222-7300;
The Jury Department at (757) 222-7200;

The Bilsitrict Court Elerk”s Office at (757) 222-7201 for
civil mattexrs and at (7157) 222-7202 for criminzal makEters:

ThefBanlknupEciat GonrelcCliarkBsVaifi e ab: (TS50 222 =75 00k e

FHor U.S. Court of Appeals matters, Patricia S. Connor,
Clerk of Court at (804) 916-2700.




Mask and Distancing Policy

FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS: (tnose

having received the 279 dose of Pfizer/Moderna COVID-19
vaccine, or the single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at
least two weeks ago):

e Are not required to wear a mask, consistent with
CDC guidance, unless instructed to do so by a
presiding judge. Vaccinated individuals may, of
course, choose to wear a mask.

e Arerequired to maintain six feet of distance from all
individuals outside their household.

NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS:

e Are required to wear a mask unless it is medically
unsafe for them to do so and they obtain permission
from the Chief Judge.

e Arerequired to maintain six feet of distance from all
individuals outside their household.

Any person who does not comply with these requirements
may be denied entry or be subject to removal.




UNITED STATES COURTS

Courthouse Entry Requirements

Whether fully wvaccinated or not, NO ONE shall
enter the Courthouse if they are experiencing, or
have recently experienced:

e a fever (100.4 degrees or greater) or chills;
e persistent cough;

e shortness of breath or difficulty breathing;
e new loss of taste or smell; or

e other flu-like symptoms.

Entrance is permitted if: (1) at least 10 days have passed
since such symptoms first appeared; and (2) there has been
no fever (without using fever reducing medicine) for at
least 24 hours; and (3) symptoms (other than 1loss of
taste/smell) have improved.

FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS (those having received
the 274 dose of Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, or
single dose of Johnson & Johnson vaccine, at least two
weeks ago) shall not enter the Courthouse if they have:

e Been diagnosed with COVID-19 or been directed to

quarantine or isolate by a health professional
within the last fourteen (14) days.




NOT YET FULLY VACCINATED PERSONS shall not

enter the Courthouse if they have:

Been diagnosed with COVID-19, had close contact
with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19,
or been directed to quarantine or isolate by a
health professional within the last fourteen (14)
days.

Traveled internationally in the last ten (10)
days, unless: (1) they have quarantined for seven
()redays aftern tEpavelisdands (2] -theysiweres tesked
withet s NGOV BRSPS vaaal * Seegt " 3=5" days afiter
returning and received a negative result.

Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols

may be denied entry unless a case-specific exception is

granted by the Senior Active Judge. If you are unable to

appear for a Court proceeding, or any other matter,

because of the restrictions in this Notice, you should

contact:

The Judge’s Chambers scheduled to handle the relevant
proceeding;

The Pretrial Services Office at (804) 916-2800;
The Probation Office at (804) 916-2500;
The Jury Department at (804) 916-2212;

TheDistrict Court Clewle' si@ftice at (804) 916=2220 Eor
civil matters and at (804) 916-2230 for criminal matters;

The Bankruptcy Court Clerk’s Office at (804) 916-2400; or

HomsliSseaGonrbof Appealistmatiters, Patricia §. Conner,
Ellenkk aftCGaourt ot (804 = odis=2700,







