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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT NOV - 8 2022
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

CLERK, U.S. DiSTRICT COURT
NORFOLK. VAIn re:

COURT OPERATIONS UNDER THE EXIGENT

CIRCUMSTANCES CREATED BY THE OUTBREAK

OF CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19):
IN-PERSON NATURALIZATION PROCEDURES

Case No. 2:20mc7

General Order No. 2022-05

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of

Virginia has continued to closely monitor the outbreak of

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), as well as the developing

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

and state health authorities. Currently, all the Courthouses and

Court facilities in this District are in cities with "Low" COVID-

19 community levels as determined by the CDC.

As part of the Court's multi-layered pandemic strategy, which

included reducing the number of individuals physically present in

our Courthouses and Court facilities, in—person naturalization

ceremonies were suspended in March of 2020. To facilitate the

naturalization process during the suspension, the Court, where

necessary, temporarily ceded jurisdiction to U.S. Citizenship and

Immigration Services (USCIS) to conduct many naturalizations, with

the remainder of the naturalizations handled by the Court through

virtual proceedings or limited in-person proceedings.






